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,leerals Where Were You |
'When T hey F 1red Sulhvan?

.f

By Charles Peters i e 2 ' ;
I’VE BEEN WAITL‘IG foz su: months for my
fellow liberal Journahsts to speak up in defense .
of David Sullivan.. If you're-saying “David who?”, i
it’s not your fault, it’s-theirs.. Sullivan was fired -
late last year by the CIA-for giving information to - ::
Richard Perle, a top assistant to Sen. Henry dJack- i
“son. The. reason:the-liberals haven’t spoken up is.>
- that Perle is.a superhawk and the:information was -
- useful to the anti-SALT forces: Liberals have been -
- screaming foryears about-the need for-Congress to:
inform itself about:the CIA. A great-liberal-hero,: -
Ermest Fitzgerald, was fired for giving information : .
.tg:the Congress. But that was anti-hawk mforma- _
non, exposing the cost ovérrims on the: C5A.- 5,5 « =2
- Y If liberals want the- Fitzgeralds protected, can't .
they see that the Sullivans must be protected too? .
-Senators and congressmen and CIA and Defense ., B
: Department employes all work for the United:
‘States. We' must, remember- that' principle first,
and we must help’ them remember it. Loyalty to”
.-one’s own agency: that keeps one from. telling im- - .
.portant truths about it to other agencies is one of =
‘the great problems. of the United States govern- :
iment.. When L worked .in the executive branch, I~
ifelt it was. my. duty- to tell the-truth: within the .-
*agency' Ifelt an equal duty to conceal the truth —- g
mhen it made the: agency; look bad — from Con- -
‘gress and.from its investigative-arm, the General -
{Accounting Office. I didr’t begin to see how wrong.
*I .was. until I leftc ther government;: founded The. :;
~sWashmg-ton Monthly;: andstarted:to- look-at the- )
i government from:a citizen’s instead: of an: insider’s .-
iperspective. But/my attitude: while" mthe govern-
;ment was a common one,<and‘ it remdins-common -+
‘today That is'why its Soimpertant for liberals to-
““wake up:to the-significarice of the Sullivan case. .
+You may not like Perle or the cause Served by Sul-
hvan s-information: But'the precedent that a gov- -
ernment official”can - ﬁ'eelyu'ansmxt mformatxon
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L& Charles Peters is edizé;: o?"ﬁe‘ Pch'z.tthgtonl
‘Monthly, from which. ,th.xs Outtook. column. i
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